Definitions of Public Scholarship
(1) “Public scholarship commits academic and creative work—​including teaching, discovery, and artistic performance—​to the practice of effective student and faculty engagement in public sovereignty and the democratic process.”  It goes beyond volunteerism, service learning, experiential learning, civic engagement, and reflection in an attempt to give both faculty and students “ways to bring their scholarship to bear on public problems” such as preparing people to “be able to contribute to an enlightened democracy” (www.publicscholarship.psu.edu). 
(2) “Traditionally, work of this sort was seen as student affairs work, and student affairs versions focused on volunteerism and service.  Neither of those models had a strong academic component and neither was tied explicitly to the skills and practices required for sustaining democracy.  The most difficult thing throughout has been this fundamental conceptual change—​a different way of thinking about service—​to go from thinking about service as an end in itself to thinking about public sovereignty, which requires many more skills than ‘day in the street’ service or even occasional volunteering” (Jeremy Cohen, Associate Vice President and Senior Associate Dean of Undergraduate Education, Penn State www.publicscholarship.psu.edu/history). 
(3) “Public scholarship is a way of describing an approach to what we do, as members of an academic community.  Public scholarship incorporates recognition of the obligations implicit in that membership:  [i] a duty to develop civic engagement among students with an eye on why, as well as on how; [ii] a responsibility to focus discovery and creative performance on the social, civic, economic, educational, artistic and cultural well-being of the neighborhoods beyond the academy, as well as on basic research and disciplinary teaching; and [iii] the development of a ‘curriculum of consequence’ in which the conduct of public scholarship provides a means through which students and faculty can view their work not as the isolated, self-indulgent actions of a campus segregated from society, but as the contributions of scholar-citizens with membership in a larger community” (Jeremy Cohen and Lakshman Yapa, “Introduction:  What is Public Scholarship?,” Blueprint for Public Scholarship at Penn State, www.publicscholarship.psu.edu/PDFs/blueprint.pdf).
