StarTribune

www.startribune.com/opinion

tA

of opinion,

An exchange

commentary

and analysis

OUR PERSPECTIVE

Northwest’s plan: Move forward, with caution

In college sports, NCAA tries tougher standards

AA4

A
SUNDAY

January 16 ® 2005

Many believe America is very generous to the world.

But U.S. giving per person per day doesn’t support that notion.

generous nation:

The per-person per-day spending on foreign aid for 14 of the wealthiest nations.
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First, know what we give and how we give it

By Jim Boyd
Deputy Editorial Page Editor

fter a lamentably slow
start, the Bush admin-
istration has responded
in splendid fashion to
the tsunami-earthquake
disaster in South Asia. The commit-
ment of U.S. military equipment
and personnel, the pledge of $350
million, the designation of former
Presidents George H.W. Bush and
Bill Clinton as official fundraisers,
and the visits to the region by senior
American officials displayed well this
nation’s desire and capacity for help-
ing those in need, wherever they live.
And of course, the American people
from the first moments of the disas-
ter responded with extraordinary
charity through private donations.
Thisis the generous Americalbe-
lieve in, and this is the America that
should be on display day in and day
out everywhere in the world where
people are in need. Most Americans
agree with that sentiment, but if we
are to act on it, we need to become
better informed about what we ac-

tually give and how we give it. Con-
trary to a widespread belief in this
country, we are far from the world’s
most generous people.

American aid comes from two
general sources and goes to two
general purposes. The sources are
official aid from American taxpay-
ers via the U.S. government, and
private aid given by American cor-
porations, foundations, aid agencies
and individuals. The two purposes
are short-term disaster and emer-
gency relief, such as is going on
now in the tsunami-stricken areas,
and longer-term development aid
designed to permanently improve
the living conditions of impover-
ished people.

When the United States was criti-
cized for its slow “official” response
to the tsunami, many people came
back with an argument that focus-
ing solely on official aid was unfair
to the United States because private
American aid traditionally is three
to four times larger.

That argument is based on a
single article in Foreign Affairs mag-
azine a couple of years ago by a for-

mer U.S. aid administrator who now
is associated with the conservative
Hudson Institute in Washington,
D.C. The article pegged private
American aid at about $35 billion a
year, compared with about $10 bil-
lion in official aid for the year 2000.

Those figures do not stand up to
even cursory scrutiny. To arrive at
the $35 billion figure for private aid,
the author had to include the $18
billion that people living and work-
ing in the United States send back
to their families still living abroad.
While commendable, helping your
own family scarcely constitutes
what most people think of as “pri-
vate foreign aid.” The author also in-
cludes the value of all scholarships
American universities extend to
students from foreign nations. And
while the author has never made
available for peer review the num-
bers behind her analysis, it strongly
appears that she double counts
some categories of private aid and
even some official aid disbursed
through private agencies.
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Each political decision
expresses a moral position

By Peter Rogness

welcome the attention to

morality in public conver-

sation and political life.

However, 1 worry about

a divide between those
who speak only of private mo-
rality and those who focus solely
on morality in public policy. We
need attention to both.

In an age of rapid change,
family instability, faltering busi-
ness ethics, sexual permissive-
ness and unlimited individual
choices, we need to recommit
to personal moral values. People
must tell the truth, keep their
word, be tolerant and compas-
sionate toward others. We need
to live by a moral code. Person-
al decisions we face, including
those around volatile issues like
abortion and marriage, deserve
attention.

How we live together as a
people is also a moral issue.
America was shaped by refu-

gees who fled autocratic govern-
ments and religions. When they
settled here, they established a
separation of church and state
that has guarded freedom of re-
ligious expression.

But that came with a cost.
Preachers were warned to keep
politics out ——
of the pulpit
and talk only
about heav-
en. As aresult,
it became dif-
ficult to talk
about  our
public life together in terms of
morality. But Hebrew, Christian
and Muslim holy writings all
speak of the mandate to shape
a just and humane society.

How we treat each other is
also a matter of morality, which
brings us to the intersection of
morality and politics.

Peter Rogness is
bishop of the St.
Paul Area Synod
of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church
inAmerica.
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