
Center For Medieval Studies 
PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY , UNIVERSITY PARK, PENNSYLVANIA 

TWENTY-FIRST MEDIEVAL STUDIES CONFERENCE, MARCH 28, 2009 
 

SAILING THE WESTERN SEA:  
THE ATLANTIC OCEAN IN A MEDIEVAL PERSPECTIVE 

 
 

Registration: 9:30 – 10 in room 102 Weaver Building 
 

Welcome 
Session I: 10 - 12  
Andrew McDonald, Brock University, “The late Norse Isle of Man  
  in its North Atlantic context: contacts and communication,   
  1079-1265” 

Break 
Alfred Siewers, Bucknell University, “Desert Islands: Europe’s   
  Atlantic Archipelago as Ascetic Landscape” 
 

Lunch Break: 12-1:30 
 
Session II: 1:30 – 5 
Thomas Haine, Johns Hopkins University, “Greenland Norse Knowledge  
  of the North Atlantic Environment” 
Kelly DeVries, Loyola University, “Into the Atlantic or Into the   
  Mediterranean: Spanish Military Choices in the Late Fifteenth  
  and Early Sixteenth Centuries”  

Break 
Christopher Fee, Gettysburg College, “Með lögum skal land vort byggja: 
  ‘With Law Shall the Land be Built’ Law-Speaking and   
  Identity in the Medieval Norse Atlantic” 

 
 

The conference is sponsored by the Center for Medieval Studies with the support of the Institute for Arts and 
Humanistic Studies, the Medieval Studies Program, and the departments of Comparative Literature, Germanic 
and Slavonic Languages, History and Religious Studies, and STS program. 
 
DISABILITY ACCESS STATEMENT: The Pennsylvania State University encourages qualified people with disabilities to participate in its programs and activities, 
and is committed to the policy that all people shall have equal access to programs, facilities and admissions with out regard to personal characteristics not related to 
ability performance, or qualifications as determined by University policy or by state or federal authorities. If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation in this 
course or have questions about physical access, please tell the instructor as soon as possible. 
 

Registration Form 
Please return to Professor Benjamin Hudson, Director of the  Center for Medieval Studies, Weaver Building, 
Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA 16802; tel: (814) 863-7454 or at bth1@psu.edu 
 
Name: _____________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Affiliation: ____________________________________________________________ 


