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Thursday, March 18, 2010

	University Park, Pa. -- Barbara I. Dewey, dean of Libraries and professor at
the University of Tennessee, has been appointed Penn State's dean of University
Libraries and Scholarly Communications, effective August 1, pending approval by
the University's Board of Trustees.

	She will succeed Nancy Eaton, who has held the position since 1997 and will
continue her ties with the University in retirement as dean emerita.

	"The remarkable expansion of digital content and patrons' growing expectation
of online access to scholarly publications have made university libraries an
exceptionally complex and integral part of today's intellectual endeavors," said
Penn State President Graham Spanier. "I welcome Barbara's leadership as the Penn
State University Libraries continues to evolve to serve the academic and
research pursuits of our students, faculty and staff."

	"I am honored to lead Penn State's library enterprise, building on the
tremendous success of its expert faculty and staff in this exciting period of
change and transformation," said Dewey. "I look forward to working with Penn
State's outstanding academic and alumni communities bringing Penn State
scholarship to the world and the world's scholarship to Penn State."

	As the leader of Penn State's information resources enterprise, Dewey will
serve as the official representative and advocate for the University Libraries
and Penn State Press and oversee approximately 1,150 full- and part-time faculty
and staff. The University Libraries comprise 14 libraries at the University Park
campus and libraries at 22 other campuses, Media Technology Support Services and
the University Records Management Program. Collections include more than 5.2
million volumes, 69,000 serial titles, 517 databases and more than 50,000
e-books, as well as extensive holdings of maps, microforms, government
publications, archives and audio-visual materials. The University Libraries and
the Penn State Press jointly operate the Office of Digital Scholarly Publishing
and collaborate on the development of new modes of disseminating research and
scholarship.
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	"Barbara Dewey brings great depth and breadth of experience to the position,
and an outstanding record of vision and leadership that will keep Penn State in
the forefront of information resources," said Rodney Erickson, Penn State
executive vice president and provost.

	Dean of Libraries at the University of Tennessee since 2000, Dewey garnered
significant experience at several Big Ten universities. Previously, she served
at the University of Iowa from 1987 to 2000 as assistant to the dean of
libraries, director of administrative and access services, director of
information and research services and interim university librarian,
respectively. Prior to that she also was Indiana University's director of
admissions and placement in the School of Library and Information Science from
1980 to 1987, and assistant interlibrary loan and reference librarian at
Northwestern University from 1978 to 1980. She began her library science career
with the Minnesota Valley Regional Library System.

	Dewey received her master's degree in library science and her undergraduate
degree in anthropology/sociology, both from the University of Minnesota. She
also received a Graduate Public Management Certificate from Indiana University's
School of Public and Environmental Affairs.

	A member of the Association of Research Libraries board of directors from 2006
to 2009, Dewey continues service as chair of its Transforming Research Libraries
Steering Committee and the Association of College and Research Libraries
Publications Committee. She is in her final year of a six-year term on the
Online Computer Library Center Global Council and is a member of the
International Federation of Library Associations Standing Committee on Education
and Training. She has published and presented on a wide range of research
library topics including digital libraries, diversity, technology, user
education, fundraising, organizational development and human resources.
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