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“I am a returning adult student doing my best to juggle the demands of three boys, a husband, 
house, dog, and full-time school. I truly love college and am extremely grateful for the generous 
scholarship award that you have bestowed upon me. This gift enables me to continue to work 
toward my goal.” —Senior, Psychology, Penn State New Kensington; GENERAL TRUSTEE SCHOLARSHIP

Dea r  S tuden t ,

enn State is committed to acknowledging academic achievement. By so doing, we attract many exception-

al students whose motivation, intellectual curiosity, and commitment to excellence help build our 

reputation as a top research and public institution.

In support of our strong commitment to individual excellence, the University continues to develop resources that 

produce scholarship opportunities for students who excel. Our current fund-raising focus is part of an ongoing 

effort to increase both merit- and need-based scholarship resources. Penn State’s ultimate desire is to recognize 

academic excellence and assist deserving students who might otherwise be unable to afford a college education.

While Penn State values all students who bring a passion for excellence, the competition for scholarships avail-

able to fi rst-year students is strong. Each year Penn State enrolls more than 13,500 fi rst-year students —approxi-

mately 6,500 at the University Park campus and 7,000 at other campuses. This brochure provides an overview 

of opportunities currently available to fi rst-year students at all locations and a glimpse of scholarship awarding 

beyond the fi rst year. 

We extend our best wishes for success in your educational pursuits.

P

RANDALL C. DEIKE

Associate Vice President for Enrollment 
Management and Executive Director 
for Undergraduate Admissions

ANNA M. GRISWOLD
Assistant Vice President for 
Undergraduate Education 

Executive Director for Student Aid



Scholarship Awarding at Penn State

Facts about University Scholarships

Facts about Private Scholarships

As a fi rst-year student, you will discover 
that scholarship-awarding criteria at 
Penn State vary across campuses and ac-
ademic colleges. The campus and college 
awarding charts on the following pages 
reference a variety of application or con-

sideration processes, eligibility require-
ments, and informational Web sites. We 
encourage you to explore the campus and 
college Web sites relevant to your aca-
demic interests and check them regularly 
for new information. The Offi ce of Student 

Aid, as the manager of Penn State’s Uni-
versity-wide scholarships, automatically 
considers you for University-wide schol-
arships once you are offered admission to 
the University.

—One in fi ve fi rst-year students 
receive a University scholarship.

—Approximately 50 percent of 
fi rst-year scholarship recipients 
are at University Park; 50 percent 
are at other campuses.

—Excellent scholastic records are a 
prerequisite for nearly all scholarships.

—Both Pennsylvania and non-
Pennsylvania residents receive 
equal scholarship consideration.

—For maximum scholarship consider-
ation, you should complete the 
Free Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid (FAFSA) on the Web (www.
fafsa.ed.gov). FAFSA results deter-
mine whether students demonstrate 
fi nancial need. For fi rst-year students, 
the recommended FAFSA completion 
date is February 15.

—Scholarship eligibility is frequently 
based on both merit and demonstrat-
ed fi nancial need.

—Most scholarships require recipients 
to be full-time students (12 or more 
credits per semester).

—Scholarship award values are 
typically $1,250–$2,500 a year.

—College, campus, and administrative 
units award scholarships and notify 
their recipients by mail.

Many students receive scholarships from 
their high schools, community organiza-
tions, church groups, companies, and 
other private philanthropies.

—One in ten fi rst-year students receive 
private scholarship support.

—You can search and apply for schol-
arships through free, Web-based 
search engines such as those found 
at www.psu.edu/studentaid.

—High-achieving Penn State students 
can also locate private scholarship 
opportunities through Penn State’s 
Undergraduate Fellowships Offi ce, 
www.ufo.psu.edu.

“My major will be Computer Engineering. That will be a challenge for me. I will study 
harder than before I got the scholarship because I know that more people are support-
ing me besides my parents. I feel honored to be chosen for this prestigious award.”
—First-year student, Engineering, Penn State University Park; 
HARRY AND DORA WATZ MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

“The scholarship money was very helpful in meeting the costs of a college education. 
I really appreciate the donors of this scholarship supporting my academic achieve-
ments. It is very affi rming to me, and a reward for my efforts in applying myself.”  
—First-year student, Kinesiology, Penn State University Park; 
WILLIAM G. AND ELIZABETH K. LEITZELL SCHOLARSHIP

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://www.psu.edu/studentaid
http://www.ufo.psu.edu


Penn State Erie, 
The Behrend College

www.pserie.psu.edu/admissions/fi naid/index.htm
814-898-6162
5091 Station Rd., Erie, PA 16563

Application: No*
NOTE: Employer-based 
applications are advertised 
on Web site, due 3/31

Application: No*
NOTE: Employer-based 
applications are advertised 
on Web site, due 3/31

Penn State Fayette, 
The Eberly Campus

www.fe.psu.edu/Admissions/Financial Aid
724-430-4131
One University Dr., Rt. 119 North, Uniontown, PA 15401

Application: No*

Penn State Harrisburg www.hbg.psu.edu/hbg/hbgfi naid.html
717-948-6307
777 West Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, PA 17057

Application: Yes
Deadline: 4/1
Notifi cation: Mail

Application: Yes
Deadline: 4/1
Notifi cation: Mail

Penn State Hazleton www.hn.psu.edu/Admissions/FinancialAid/1765.htm
570-450-3163
76 University Drive, Hazleton, PA 18202

Application: Yes
Deadline: 1/15 Priority consider-
ation; 5/1 Final consideration
Notifi cation: Postcard, Web site

Application: Yes
Deadline: 1/15 Priority consid-
eration; 5/1 Final consideration
Notifi cation: Web site, e-mail**

Penn State DuBois www.ds.psu.edu/Admissions/fi nancialaid
814-375-4760
College Place, DuBois, PA 15801

Application: No* Application: Yes
Deadline: 4/21
Notifi cation: Posters, Web site

Penn State Altoona www.aa.psu.edu/stuaid
800-848-9843 (menu 4)
3000 Ivyside Park, Altoona, PA 16601

Application: No*

Penn State Beaver www.br.psu.edu/admissions/studentaid
724-773-3800
100 University Drive, Monaca, PA 15061

Application: Yes and No*
Deadline: Ongoing
Notifi cation: Mail, e-mail**, 
campus paper, Web site

Application: Yes
Deadline: 1/31
Notifi cation: Mail, e-mail**, 
campus paper, Web site

Penn State Berks www.bk.psu.edu/fi nancialaid
610-396-6070
Tulpehocken Rd., PO Box 7009, Reading, PA 19610

Application: No Application: Yes
Deadline: 5/1
Notifi cation: Posters, 
campus TV, workshops

Penn State Abington www.abington.psu.edu/psasite/
CS/shared/fi nancialaid
215-881-7348
1600 Woodland Rd., Abington, PA 19001

Application: No* Application: Yes and No*
Deadline: 2/17
Notifi cation: 
E-mail**, posters

Penn State 
Delaware County

www.de.psu.edu/admissions/fi nancialaid
610-892-1261
25 Yearsley Mill Rd., Media, PA 19063

Application: No* Application: Yes
Deadline: Early April
Notifi cation: Mailings to 
students with 3.0+ GPA

Scholarships at Penn State Campuses (other than University Park)

from $500 to $2,500. Scholarship award-
ing begins as early as December and con-
tinues through July.

APPLICATION INFORMATION 

UPPER-LEVEL STUDENTS

All Penn State campuses award scholar-
ships to eligible fi rst-year students based 
on academic performance, SAT scores, 
fi nancial need (as determined by the 
FAFSA), leadership, and community 

service. Every year, student fi nancial aid 
offi ces at Penn State campuses other than 
University Park award $1.5 million in 
scholarships to approximately 1,000 
students. Scholarship award values range 

PENN STATE CAMPUSES CONTACT INFORMATION APPLICATION INFORMATION 

FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS

Application: No*

Application: No*

http://www.abington.psu.edu/psasite/CS/shared/financialaid
http://www.aa.psu.edu/stuaid
http://www.br.psu.edu/admissions/studentaid
http://www.bk.psu.edu/Admissions/FinancialAid/aidwelcome.htm
http://www.de.psu.edu/Admissions/FinancialAid/FinancialAid.htm
http://www.ds.psu.edu/Admissions/FinancialAid/593.htm
http://pserie.psu.edu/admissions/finaid/index.htm
http://www.fe.psu.edu/Admissions/FinancialAid/3845.htm


Penn State 
McKeesport

www.mk.psu.edu/admissions/adm_sub_fas
412-675-9160
4000 University Dr., McKeesport, PA 15132

Application: No* Application: No*

Penn State 
New Kensington

www.nk.psu.edu/Admissions/FinancialAid/fi nance.htm
724-334-6045
3550 Seventh Street Rd., Upper Burrell, PA 15068

Application: No* Application: No*

Penn State Schuylkill www.sl.psu.edu/departments/studaf/FA/
fi naid%7E1.htm
570-385-6244
200 University Dr., Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

Application: Yes
Deadline: 3/31
Notifi cation: Posters, e-mail**, 
mailings to students with 
3.0+ GPA, Web site

Application: Yes
Deadline: 3/31
Notifi cation: Posters, 
e-mail**, mailings to students 
with 3.0+ GPA, Web site

Penn State Shenango www.shenango.psu.edu/admissions/fi nancialaid/
724-983-2804
147 Shenango Ave., Sharon, PA 16146

Application: Yes
Deadline: 5/1
Notifi cation: Applications 
mailed to eligible students

Application: Yes
Deadline: Last day of 
spring semester
Notifi cation: Applications 
mailed to eligible students

Penn State 
Wilkes-Barre

www.wb.psu.edu/Admissions/
FinancialAid/20429.htm
570-675-9238
PO Box PSU, Old Route 115, Lehman, PA 18627

Application: Yes
Deadline: 3/31
Notifi cation: Applications 
mailed to eligible students

Application: Yes
Deadline: 3/31
Notifi cation: Applications avail-
able at the Student Aid Offi ce

Penn State 
Worthington Scranton

www.ws.psu.edu/studentlife/fi nancial_aid.html
570-963-2690
120 Ridge View Dr., Dunmore, PA 18512

Application: No* Application: Yes
Deadline: 3/31
Notifi cation: E-mail**, posters

Penn State York www.yk.psu.edu/currentstudents/studentservices/
studentaid
717-771-4045
1031 Edgecomb Ave., York, PA 17403

Application: No* Application: No*

PENN STATE CAMPUSES CONTACT INFORMATION APPLICATION INFORMATION 

FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS

APPLICATION INFORMATION 

UPPER-LEVEL STUDENTS

*If application is not required, scholarship consideration is automatic upon admission to the University.    **E-mail is sent to your Penn State e-mail account.

Penn State Mont Alto www.ma.psu.edu/Admissions/
FinancialAid/applyaid.htm 
717-749-6000
One Campus Dr., Mont Alto, PA 17237

Application: No* Application: No*

Penn State 
Lehigh Valley

www.lv.psu.edu/fi nancialaid
610-285-5033
8380 Mohr Lane, Fogelsville, PA 18051

Application: No* Application: No*

“I have supported myself and worked hard between two jobs, which exceed full-time 
work, to pay for my college education. It is tough, but I am proud to say that I have 
made it all on my own. This scholarship was a great help beyond belief. Again, my 
deepest appreciation to the Class of 1922.”    —Junior, Administration of Justice, Penn 
State Worthington Scranton; CLASS OF 1922 SCHOLARSHIP



Eberly College 
of Science

www.science.psu.edu
814-863-4683
430 Thomas Building

Application: No—top students 
are considered

Schreyer Honors College www.shc.psu.edu
814-865-2060
10 Schreyer Honors College

Application: Yes
Deadline: 11/30—priority consider-
ation; 3/30—fi nal consideration
Notifi cation: Web site, other publicity

Application: No

College of Health and 
Human Development

www.hhdev.psu.edu
814-865-1427
201 Henderson Building

Application: All fi rst-year/transfer 
students are considered

Application: Yes (online)
Deadline: Mid-April
Notifi cation: E-mail**, Web site

The College of 
the Liberal Arts

www.la.psu.edu
814-865-2545
138 Sparks Building

Application: Yes
Deadline: 3/1
Notifi cation: Top students 
are invited to apply

Application: Yes
Deadline: 3/1
Notifi cation: E-mail**, Web site

College of Engineering www.engr.psu.edu
814-863-3750
101 Hammond Building

Application: No—top students 
are considered

Application: 
No—college-wide scholarships; 
Yes—department scholarships
Notifi cation: E-mail**, newsletter

College of 
Communications

www.psu.edu/dept/comm
814-865-8264
203 Carnegie Building

Application: No—top students 
are considered

Application: Yes
Deadline: Early December
Notifi cation: E-mail**, Web site

College of Earth and 
Mineral Sciences

www.ems.psu.edu
814-863-2751
14 Deike Building

Application: No Application: Yes
Deadline: 4/15
Notifi cation: E-mail**

College of Education www.ed.psu.edu
814-865-0488
228 Chambers Building

Application: No—top Schreyer 
Honors College students are 
considered

Application: Yes
Deadline: 4/15
Notifi cation: E-mail**

College of Information 
Sciences and Technology

www.ist.psu.edu
814-863-7548
332 Information Sciences and 
Technology Building

Application: Yes 
Deadline: 3/1

Application: Yes 
Deadline: 3/1 
Notifi cation: E-mail**, Web site   

College of Agricultural 
Sciences

www.cas.psu.edu
814-865-0113
101 Ag. Admin. Building

Application: Yes
Deadline: Encouraged to apply by 2/15
Notifi cation: Letter, Web site

Application: Yes
Deadline: 4/30
Notifi cation: Web site

The Mary Jean and 
Frank P. Smeal College 
of Business

www.smeal.psu.edu
814-863-1947
202 Business Building

Application: Yes—10 incoming 
students are selected to receive 
Mitte Scholarships
Deadline: 2/1
Notifi cation: Web site

Application: Yes
Deadline: 4/12
Notifi cation: E-mail**

Scholarships from Academic Colleges

A limited number of college scholarships 
are available to fi rst-year students. Col-
lege scholarship award values range from 
$1,000 to $5,000 per academic year. We 

COLLEGE CONTACT INFORMATION APPLICATION INFORMATION 

FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS
APPLICATION INFORMATION 

UPPER-LEVEL STUDENTS

College of Arts 
and Architecture

www.artsandarchitecture.psu.edu
814-865-9523
116 Arts Building

Application: No—scholarships 
awarded by academic department
Notifi cation: Letter, e-mail** 

Application: No —college-
wide scholarships; 
Yes—department scholarships
Notifi cation: Web site

recommend that you familiarize yourself 
with the scholarship awarding practices 
in the academic areas of your interest. 

Typically, college scholarship awarding 
begins in March and continues throughout 
the academic year.

Note: The address for all academic colleges is University Park, PA 16802         **E-mail is sent to your Penn State e-mail account.

Application: No



University-Wide Scholarship Programs

Note: The following scholarship programs are administered by the Offi ce of Student Aid.

Donor-Sponsored Scholarships

The Offi ce of Student Aid awards scholar-
ships from more than 300 individual 
donor-sponsored scholarship funds. The 
requirements for these scholarships are 
set by the donors and vary greatly.

For example, fi rst-generation college 
attendance, graduation from the donor’s 
high school, residence in a donor’s coun-
ty, demonstrated leadership, graduating 
in the top 5 percent of the class, or enroll-
ment in a particular academic college are 
among the requirements of Penn State’s 
donor-sponsored scholarships.

First-year student consideration is 
automatic and does not require a special 
application unless otherwise noted on 
the Offi ce of Student Aid’s Web site. 
Completing the FAFSA is essential for 
maximum consideration. The Offi ce 
of Student Aid selects recipients and 
sends fi rst-year scholarship award letters.

Annual scholarship amount: 
$500–$3,200

First-year scholarship recipients: 300

Scholarship length: One year to four years

Notifi cation: March through August

Examples of donor-sponsored scholarships 
awarded annually to fi rst-year students:

Leslie and Anna Pyle Memorial Scholarship
Jean B. Proctor Scholarship
Lingousky Scholarship Fund
Jim and Peg Stine Scholarship

Renaissance Scholarship Program

The Renaissance Fund was created with 
the belief that an education should be 
based on intellectual capability rather 
than fi nancial ability. This unique schol-
arship program recognizes the brightest 
students whose fi nancial need is the 
greatest. A nonprofi t Renaissance Board 
composed of trustees, faculty, alumni, 
members at large, and current Renais-
sance scholars oversees Renaissance 
fund-raising and sets award values. 

The Offi ce of Student Aid identifi es and 
selects eligible recipients. All fi rst-year 
students who have completed the FAFSA 
are automatically considered for a 
Renaissance Scholarship.

Annual scholarship amount: $1,250

First-year scholarship recipients: 
approximately 100

Scholarship length: Four years, if student 
maintains a minimum 3.0 GPA and 
continues to demonstrate fi nancial need

Notifi cation: March through August

Bunton-Waller Fellows 
and Scholarship Program

The Bunton-Waller Fellows and Bunton-
Waller Scholarships assist Penn State 
in creating a more diverse population. 
Factors such as economic disadvantage, 
geographic diversity, and ethnic/racial 
underrepresentation at Penn State 
place high-achieving students under 
consid eration for these awards. For 
maximum consideration of all Bunton-
Waller awards, students should com-
plete the FAFSA. Eligible students 
will be identifi ed and contacted by the 
Offi ce of Student Aid.

Annual fellows amount:
Pennsylvania residents may receive a max-
imum of tuition, fees, and room and board 
inclusive of all grants and scholarships; 
non-Pennsylvania residents may receive 
a maximum of nonresident tuition.

First-year fellows recipients: 50

Scholarship length: Eight semesters, pro-
viding students meet renewal criteria

Notifi cation: January through April

Annual scholarship amount:
approximately 25 percent of in-state tuition

First-year scholarship recipients: 400

Scholarship length: One year, with 
consideration for future years

Notifi cation: March through August

Trustee Scholarship Program

The Trustee Scholarship Program is a 
departure from traditional philanthropy. 
Five percent of privately endowed schol-
arship gifts or pledges are matched with 
University funds committed by the Board 
of Trustees. Both the endowment earn-
ings and the University matched funds 
are available to award to students dem-
onstrating signifi cant fi nancial need and 
academic promise. The Offi ce of Student 
Aid identifi es eligible students. Aca-
demic colleges, campuses, and the Offi ce 
of Student Aid all select recipients. All 
fi rst-year students who have completed 
the FAFSA are automatically considered 
for a Trustee Scholarship.

Annual scholarship amount: 
$1,250–$2,750

First-year scholarship recipients:
Approximately 800

Scholarship length: One year, 
with consideration for future years

Notifi cation: March through August

Alumni Association 
Chapter Scholarships

County, state, and international Penn 
State Alumni Association chapters spon-
sor Alumni Association Chapter Schol-
arships. Chapters nominate students 
identifi ed by Penn State as residing in the 
chapter service areas. The Offi ce of Stu-
dent Aid awards and notifi es recipients. 
Consideration for fi rst-year students is 
automatic unless an individual chapter 
invites you to apply.

Annual scholarship amount: $50–$3,000

Scholarship length: One or two semesters

Notifi cation: April–January



The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to programs, facilities, admission, and employment without regard to personal characteristics not 
related to ability, performance, or qualifi cations as determined by University policy or by state or federal authorities. It is the policy of the University to maintain an academic and work environment free of 
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Special Scholarship Programs

Note: Special scholarship programs are administered by various awarding units at Penn State.

Schreyer Honors College

The Schreyer Honors College, Penn 
State’s undergraduate honors program, 
offers merit-based, $2,500-a-year Aca-
demic Excellence Scholarships. The 
scholarships are awarded to 300 fi rst-
year students admitted into the Schreyer 
Honors College. Students receive the 
scholarship for eight semesters, provided 
they meet Honors College requirements. 
This highly selective honors program 
requires excellent SAT scores and high 
school performance. Priority application 
deadline is No vember 30; fi nal applica-
tion deadline is March 30.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Access the Schreyer Honors College 
Web site at www.shc.psu.edu

E-mail: scholars@psu.edu

Request an application through 
the Honors College:

Schreyer Honors College
10 Schreyer Honors College
University Park, PA  16802-2801 

National Merit Scholarships

Each year, Penn State sponsors fi ve 
National Merit Scholarships, ranging 
from $750 to $2,000. To be considered, 
students must list Penn State as their 
fi rst-choice school on the National Merit 
application no later than February. 
National Merit Corporation offi cially 
awards Penn State’s fi ve school-spon-
sored awards in May. In addition, Penn 
State gives one-time $1,000 recognition 
awards to all National Merit fi nalists who 

select Penn State as their fi rst-choice 
school on the National Merit applica-
tion by May 1 and are not receiving any 
other National Merit award. In 2005 –06, 
eighty-seven fi rst-year Penn State stu-
dents were National Merit fi nalists.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Access the Offi ce of Student Aid 
Web site at www.psu.edu/studentaid

E-mail: webhosting.its.psu.edu/
SAContactForm/form/email.cfm

Penn State Offi ce of Student Aid
314 Shields Building
University Park, PA 16802-1220
814-865-6301

Athletic Scholarships

Penn State offers athletic grants in 
twenty-nine varsity sports (fi fteen men’s 
and fourteen women’s) at the University 
Park campus. The coach responsible 
for each sport awards the athletic grants 
available for that sport. Athletic scholar-
ships are not available at other locations.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Students interested in participating in 
varsity sports should ask their high 
school or club coaches to contact the 
appropriate Penn State coach.

Offi ce for Disability 
Services Scholarships

The Offi ce for Disability Services awards 
scholarship support to both fi rst-year and 
upper-level students. Students must ap-
ply by April 30 each year via the Offi ce 
for Disability Services Scholarship App-

lication form provided on the Web (www.
equity.psu.edu/ods). Students must have 
disability documentation on fi le. Students 
who have completed the FAFSA receive 
maximum consideration.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Access the Offi ce for Disability Services 
Web site at www.equity.psu.edu/ods

Penn State Offi ce for Disability Services
116 Boucke Building
University Park, PA 16802-5902
814-863-1807 (voice or TDD) 

University Fellowships Offi ce

The University Fellowships Offi ce (UFO) 
is Penn State’s offi ce for information on 
scholarships that are funded by sources 
outside of the University. The UFO pro-
vides guidance to undergraduate students 
interested in applying for scholarships, 
fellowships, and awards. The offi ce pro-
vides support and services to graduate 
students interested in the U.S. Fulbright 
Student Program and/or the Deutscher 
Akademischer Austausch Dienst (DAAD) 
Grants. Assistance is provided to students 
throughout the scholarship process.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Access to the University Fellowships Offi ce 
Web site at www.ufo.psu.edu

E-mail: Univ-Fellowships@psu.edu

University Fellowships Offi ce 
The Pennsylvania State University 
212 Boucke Building
University Park, PA  16802-5900 
814-863-8199

“As an adult student, I realize the importance of education’s infl uence in the job mar-
ket. As a typical student, I realize the importance of monetary awards through scholar-
ships that make the pursuit of education possible.”   —Sophomore, Communications, 
Penn State University Park; JEROME J. KAPITANOFF MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
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