
October 26, 2000

An Open Letter to the University Community

This semester there have been a number of disturbing events at the University that have been motivated

by hate and prejudice. In recent weeks we have seen intimidating and hostile communications, acts of racial

discrimination, violence and sexual assaults, as well as other criminal behaviors.  These attacks on the well-being

of our community are hateful actions perpetrated by those who want to tear down the bridges that connect our

increasingly diverse learning community. They are repulsive actions that rely on fear, intimidation and threats.

And they must not be allowed to continue.

As academic and administrative leaders at Penn State, we are writing this open letter to members of the

University community as an invitation for you to join us and President Graham B. Spanier in our stand against

incivility and acts of violence, prejudice and hatred. As a community, we can reclaim our strength and power over

these threatening and harmful incidents by uniting and addressing acts of intolerance.

We say to all who would engage in these behaviors that we will not tolerate such actions and we will not

allow anyone to divide our community.  As President Spanier indicated in an earlier statement, we must not

remain silent. For in silence, hate will grow. We must work together to make all of our campuses hate-free zones.

We call on you, the members of our University community, to join us in our fight as we build a coalition

against hatred — a community in which all members are accepted and valued.  Let us stand together to denounce

actions of hate, incivility, and violence.  Let us, instead, create opportunities to educate others about the rights of

every member of our society and to celebrate the richness of our diversity.

There is still a lot of work to be done. As a community we plan to initiate an aggressive educational

campaign to combat acts of hate.

Please join us in this effort.
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