
 
FAQs 
 
Campus Recreation at University Park 
 

1. What prompted this assessment? 
The risk assessment for these clubs resulted in part from concerns that were 
brought forth by students in December 2016. Students expressed concern about 
the risk level in some of their activities and, in some cases, expressed concerns 
related to the misuse of alcohol by some students in the context of already risky 
activities. Following those revelations, the University began to work with specific 
groups to help them create a safer environment and more responsible protocols. 
The University regularly evaluates its student activities and overall operations in 
many areas for risk with the goal of increasing safety and appropriately managing 
risk. 

 
2. How did the assessment begin? 

Campus Recreation and Student Activities staff gathered information at Penn 
State and throughout the country related to the history and evolution of student-
led, outdoor recreation-based clubs. Their findings were discussed with a number 
of student leaders, who provided administrators with the student leadership 
perspective. While the evaluation followed in spring 2018 and took two months 
to complete, Campus Recreation staff has been working with some groups for 15 
months to transition them to a safer operating model. As a department funded 
by student fees, Campus Recreation’s return on the student investment will 
always be a factor in our decision making. In addition to the concerns about 
safety and alcohol use, the amount of oversight required for the volume of trips 
that certain groups wanted to take was not sustainable by our Outdoor 
Adventures staff (Campus Recreation). Some of the 20 organizations flagged as 



needing change were identified as groups that could find a better fit within the 
non-competitive student activities groups at Penn State.  
 

3. What was looked at during the evaluation? 
The evaluation tool Campus Recreation used to assess the clubs took into 
consideration, an organization’s competitive activity, coaching model, level of 
risk, and student participation. In relation to risk, the staff evaluated clubs based 
on the following factors: 

• Environment and location of organization activities.  
• Access to emergency facilities and distance to medical care.  
• Risk associated with various types of impact likely in an activity. 
• Impact the equipment used in an activity has on the risk of an activity (For 

example, life-sustaining apparatuses are higher risk than equipment like 
helmets, gloves, rackets, etc.) 

• Training and skill level of student leaders 
 

4. What benefits come with being a recognized student organization? 
As recognized student organizations, these groups will continue to benefit from 
the University affiliation. Those benefits include: 
Access to resources for marketing/recruiting 

• Ability to reserve to meeting space/event space 
• Ability to represent their organization in University wide-programming and 

initiatives (Such as Homecoming/THON) 
• Coverage by the Student Organization insurance purchased for all 

organizations  
• Ability to apply for office space and UPAC funding 
• Access to training and development resources for the organization 

 


